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Reminder: OSHA Workplace Injury and Illness Posting Due Today 
 
The 2018 posting cycle for OSHA’s workplace injury and illness reporting rule begins today and 
runs through April 30. The OSHA injury and illness recording and posting requirements apply to 
most establishments (workplaces) with more than 10 employees. OSHA requires employers to 
record and post all work-related injuries occurring during the previous calendar year. Click here 
to view the Compliance Bulletin.  
 
FMCSA Extends Regional Drive HOS Waiver Through February 17, 2019  
 
The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) has issued a two-week extension of 
the emergency driver hours of service (HOS) waiver for interstate drivers currently effective in 
23 states in the Northeast, Mid-Atlantic and Midwest regions. PMAA requested the extension 
due to continuing severe winter weather including historic record low temperatures in much of 
the affected area.  Click here for more details.  
 
Congress Could Address Tax Extenders in Upcoming Spending Legislation 
 
There has been some discussion on Capitol Hill this week to potentially attach a tax extenders 
package to upcoming legislation needed to avert a government shutdown. In an interview on 
Thursday, Sens. John Thune (R-SD) and Chuck Grassley (R-IA) indicated that a tax extenders 
package might get attached to the upcoming spending package if negotiators also decide to 
take on matters such as extending the federal debt limit or raising the budget caps for two 
more years.  On the other side of the aisle, House Ways and Means Chairman Richard Neal (D-
MA) said Democrats are also looking into the possibility of addressing tax extenders. 
 
The tax extenders package would likely include provisions important to petroleum marketers. 
One provision that could be included is the $1 per gallon biodiesel blender’s tax credit in which 
Congress would pass a retroactive renewal and gradual phase down of the credit.  Additionally, 
the oil spill liability tax (OSLT) could also be renewed in the tax extenders package.  PMAA, 
NACS, AFPM, SIGMA and API sent a letter to Congressional leadership urging them to oppose a 
retroactive renewal of the OSLT. Click here to read the letter. 
 
Other credits that could be included in the tax extenders package are the credits for the 
installation of qualified alternative fuel vehicle refueling property in a home or business; the 
Alternative Fuels Excise Tax Credit for the use of propane as a transportation fuel, known as the 
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“propane autogas tax credit;” and the Section 25C tax credit for the installation of qualified 
high-efficiency residential HVAC systems and certain energy-saving home retrofits.  
 
District Court Grants Preliminary Settlement Approval of Visa/Mastercard Case 
  
Last week, the US District Court for the Eastern District of New York issued an 80 page Opinion 
and Order granting preliminary approval to the pending $6.25 billion settlement in the 
consolidated payment card interchange fee class action case (In Re Payment Card Interchange 
Fee and Merchant Discount Antitrust Litigation, MDL-1720). The settlement class is comprised 
of all merchants that accepted Visa and Mastercard payment cards from 2004 to the present. 
The settlement fund is designed to compensate class members for the interchange fees they 
paid, which were allegedly inflated as a result of certain violations of the antitrust laws by Visa 
and Mastercard and their participating banks. 
 
Last December, PMAA filed objections to the settlement over concerns that branded marketers 
would not receive notice or payment because their major oil company suppliers are the only 
entity known to credit card processors.  PMAA argued that it was the marketers who paid the 
interchange fees.  Judge Brodie of the US District Court for the Eastern District of New York 
addressed this issue by saying, "Class Counsel assured the court that Branded operators would 
in fact receive notice."  Notice of the settlement should go out shortly and opt-outs may be 
filed until July.  PMAA will have more information for marketers soon on how best to proceed. 
 
RFA Requests an Ethanol Mandate Increase 
 
In a letter sent to EPA Acting Administrator Andrew Wheeler this week, the Renewable Fuels 
Association (RFA) urged the EPA to account for the biofuel gallons lost due to small refinery 
waivers by increasing the ethanol mandate as part of an expected upcoming reset of the RFS. 
The EPA is expected to release a proposed rule this spring to reset RFS blending obligations for 
2020-2022, as well as biomass-based diesel blending obligations for 2021-2022. Biofuel groups 
have argued that the refinery waivers have indirectly reduced the ethanol mandate which have 
driven down RIN values and, therefore, weakened the market for E15.  
 
The letter states that “EPA issued an unprecedented 48 small refinery exemptions from 2016 
and 2017 RFS applicable volume requirements, effectively cutting total renewable fuel 
blending obligations by 2.25 billion gallons.  The practical result of these exemptions has 
been a flood of RIN credits onto the market, a dramatic collapse in RIN prices, reduced 
ethanol blending activity in 2018, and historically low ethanol prices.”   
 
The EPA finalized a rule last year that would increase total renewable fuel volume by 630 
million gallons from 2018 to 2019 but does not force large refiners to make up for the gallons of 
obligated blending volume lost in 2018 due to these small refinery waivers. PMAA believes 
carrying those gallons over to large refiner obligated blending volumes for 2019 would cause an 
unlevel playing field in the marketplace. 
 

https://ethanolrfa.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/RFAlettertoWheelerreset1.29.2019.pdf


Last year, Acting Administrator Wheeler addressed some lawmakers’ concerns with the 
granting of small refinery RFS waivers to large oil companies by the Trump Administration. 
Wheeler defended the exemptions saying, “Often times these refineries are located in the 
Rocky Mountains and other regions where they are the only supplier in their region. We have to 
issue these regulations on the refiner itself." Although many ethanol producers believe that 
larger refineries should blend more ethanol to make up for the gallons lost due to the 
exemptions, Wheeler said that doing so could have "a rolling impact on other refiners” and 
could lead to more RFS waivers. 
 
Highway Trust Fund Could Run Out of Money in 2022 
All Funding Options on the Table  
 
According to a new report by the Congressional Budget Office (CBO), the Highway Trust Fund 
(HTF) could run out of money by 2022 if proper funding policies are not put into place.  The 
HTF’s highway account that is responsible for providing funding for the construction of 
highways and highway safety programs could run out of funding by 2022, according to the 
report.  Furthermore, the report says the HTF’s transit account, which provides funding for 
mass transit programs, could run out of money even sooner, by 2021.  
 
To avoid delaying payments to state and local governments to pay for infrastructure projects, 
lawmakers have authorized numerous transfers to the HTF, so far totaling an estimated $144 
billion, according to the CBO. The CBO report states the trust fund balance was $41 billion in 
2018, but is expected to drop to $32 billion this year, $19 billion in 2020 and, if legislative action 
is not taken, $4 billion in 2021 before running out in 2022.  
 
Congress is expected to consider an infrastructure package this year, however, it remains to be 
seen if Congress has the appetite to pass it.  The House Transportation and Infrastructure 
Committee plans to debate infrastructure programs and come up with ways to pay for them at 
a hearing next Thursday. Some lawmakers have floated raising the gas tax, but the idea doesn’t 
sit well with many on Capitol Hill. New House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee 
Chairman Peter DeFazio (D-OR) has instead discussed the possibility of proposing a vehicle 
miles traveled (VMT) pilot program to help pay for infrastructure needs. A VMT is a user fee 
based on miles traveled that can possibly be tracked by phone apps, in-car diagnostic systems 
or by other means. 
 
At a Senate Environment and Public Works (EPW) Committee hearing this week, President 
Trump’s nominee to lead the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), Nicole Nason, told the 
panel that all infrastructure funding options are on the table for the Trump Administration, 
adding that “there are a variety of options” to explore. When asked by EPW Ranking Member 
Tom Carper (D-DE) what she believed would be a good idea to fund infrastructure projects, 
Nason said, “Some states are participating in the VMT pilot program and that might turn out to 
be very effective and provide very good data.” When asked to explain why Congress has been 
struggling to agree on a funding solution, Nason stated, “I think part of the challenge is because 



the needs are so diverse,” explaining that “the drive from DC to Connecticut to Vermont 
changes dramatically.”  
 
SSL 3 and TLS 1.0 Decommissioning in 2018  
 
As a reminder if you are TLS1.2 compliant, you need an upgrade to continue processing.  
 
Please take the time to review this Advisor Alert. 
 
Should you have any questions or you request to make an update to the shutoff amount, please 
reach out to your designated Worldpay Account Manager or PMAA’s Worldpay Enterprise 
Relationship Manager, Glenda Preen at 972.325.1801. Worldpay is a PMAA Corporate Silver 
Partner and Vendor. 
 
January 2019 PMAA Small Business Committee (SBC) PAC Contributions 
 
PAC Co-Chairs Brad Bell and Tim Keigher are grateful for the PMAA Small Business Committee 
(SBC) PAC contributions from the following individuals during the January 1-31, 2019 time 
frame: 
 
Alabama:  John Beck, Amy Bogue, Jonathon Bolle, Jeff Brown, James Cochran, Chris D’Amico, 
Sally Darnell, Cindy Edwards, Andrew Elliott, Bart Fletcher, Amy Hill, Zanc Hood, Phillip Kinney, 
Barnett Lawley, Dean Mooty, Robert Norris, Rick Norton, John Pipes, Kathy Revis, Dustin 
Shirley, Geoff Smith, Hollan Smith, Guy Spencer III, Jonathan Tang, Cindy Thomas, Leslie Woods 
 
Arkansas:  Aaron Littlefield 
 
California:  Jimm Cross 
 
Georgia:  Tommy Thompson 
 
Idaho:  Brett Adams, Matt Berry, Ron Berry, Dennis Campo, Holly Claiborn, Rob Coleman, Justin 
Kerr 
 
Louisiana:  Frank Marcello 
 
Mississippi:  Jim Lipscomb 
 
Missouri: Mark Abel, Steve Ayers, John Blanton, Ronald Bachman, Brian Baker, Robert Baker, 
Wayne Baker, Mary Braddock, Paul Cox, Grant Eble, Scott Frazier, Anthony Gier, Bradford 
Goette, James Greer, Michelle Hoerstkamp, Ron Hughes, Thomas Kolb, David Mangelsdorf, Ron 
Leone, Steven Madras, James Maurer, Stewart McIntyre, Donald McNutt, James McNutt, David 
Milligan, William Naegler, Chris Patterson, Lane Patterson, Marvin Roderman, Richard 
Scrivener, Chad Wallis, Lynn Wallis, Jeff Wood, Laura Younghouse 
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Nebraska:  Tim Keigher 
 
Oregon:  Mark Gram, Matthew Jubitz 
 
South Carolina:  Sam Bell, Michael Fields 
 
Tennessee:  Mark McBride 
 
Virginia:  Rob Underwood, Lewis Wall Jr. 
 
Washington:  Brad Bell, Steve Clark 
 
PMCI Changes Name to FUELIowa 

Petroleum Marketers and Convenience Stores of Iowa (PMCI) has launched a new brand, name, 
and logo. Effective immediately, PMCI is now FUELIowa. 

The statewide association represents fuel distributors, cooperatives, convenience and grocery 
stores, refiners, biofuel producers and other industry firms. According to association 
representatives, the new branding strategy succinctly captures the important role played by 
their members, which provide fuel for vehicles, equipment and heating. 

"For more than 80 years, we've been a strong voice and resource for Iowa's fuel industry," said 
Dawn Carlson, President and CEO of FUELIowa. "Now our new brand, name, and logo truly 
exemplify what our members do every day to support local consumers and fuel Iowa's 
economy." 

Carlson went on to say, "Our members are at the forefront of providing quality and innovative 
fuel choices in small towns and major cities throughout the state. As a result, Iowans have easy 
access to the best gasoline, diesel, propane, ethanol, biodiesel and other liquid fuels available." 

FUELIowa recently unveiled its new brand, name, and logo internally at the association's recent 
82nd Annual Meeting. More than 100 attendees were enthusiastic about the memorable and 
concise name. In addition, several guest speakers expressed positive feedback about the 
FUELIowa brand's relevancy and the logo's clean look. 

Since 1937, FUELIowa has been Iowa's fuel experts, advocating for innovative and quality fuel 
options, consumer and environmental protection and fairness in the marketplace. In addition to 
representing the industry's advocacy initiatives, FUELIowa provides essential business services 
to help its members thrive. 
 
January 2019 PMAA MDF Contributors 
 
PMAA’s Marketer Defense Fund wants to thank the following individuals for their contributions 
during the January 1- 31 timeframe: 



 
Arizona: Arizona Petroleum Marketers Association 
Arkansas: Aaron Littlefield 
California: Nathan Crum 
Colorado: Colorado Petroleum Marketers Association, Greg Parish 
Michigan: Jackie Chatman, Dennis McCarthy 
Missouri: Missouri Petroleum Marketers and Convenience Store Association 
Nebraska: Tim Keigher 
New Mexico: New Mexico Petroleum Marketers Association 
North Dakota: North Dakota Petroleum Marketers Association 
Oklahoma: Oklahoma Petroleum Marketers & Convenience Store Association 
Oregon: Oregon Fuels Association 
Pennsylvania: Samantha Lantz, Tom Stoudnour 
Tennessee: Tennessee Fuel & Convenience Store Association 
Virginia:  Jim Emmart 
Washington: Gerry Ramm, Washington Oil Marketers Association 
 
Corporate donations are acceptable.  MDF funds have been used for various studies, litigation 
and disaster relief dedicated to strengthening our lobbying efforts on Capitol Hill.  Please click 
here to donate to the PMAA MDF. 
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