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VPR News

Congressional Delegation Will Fight Proposed LIHEAP Cuts

Monday, 02/14/11 4:04pm and Tuesday, 02/15/11 7:04am
Melody Bodette

(Host) Vermont's congressional delegation says it will fight to protect funding for low-income heating assistance.

That's even though President Barack Obama has proposed slashing by 50 percent the "Low-Income Home Energy
Assistance Program" - or LIHEAP.

Senator Patrick Leahy says some in Washington don't understand the importance of the program, which benefits
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20,000 Vermont households.

Leahy says he'd like to see the program paid for by cutting tax breaks for oil companies.

(Leahy) "Do we have to find ways to cut the deficit? Yes. But it does not make sense to cut out heat for low- and
middle-income families, but to then to give tens of billion of dollars in tax breaks to major oil companies."

(Host) Congressman Peter Welch accuses House Republicans of taking what he calls a "meat cleaver" to the

budget.

There have been proposals to cut community development block grants, and replace Medicare with vouchers,
while extending tax cuts enacted under former President George W. Bush.

Welch says the deficit does need to be cut, but he says that approach is wrong.

(Welch) "The president has a goal to bring our budget into balance. I share, that goal, we can achieve it, but we
can't achieve it if the approach we take is to take away $143 from a seasonally unemployed father trying to keep

the heat on. It's not only wrong, it won't work."

(Host) Sanders says the delegation has fought to fully fund LIHEAP for the past three years and they'll continue to

do so.
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Administration Wants To Identify Areas Off
Limits To Wind Energy

Monday, 02/14/11 5:50pm and Tuesday, 02/15/11
6:34am

The Shumlin administration hopes to ease some of
the controversy over wind energy by identifying

what areas should be off limits to energy developers.

But the administration's plan is not the
comprehensive siting process that some
environmentalists had called for.
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FBI Faulted For Overstating Science In Anthrax
Case

Tuesday, 02/15/11 11:16am

The FBI and Justice Department overstated the
certainty of the scientific evidence used to prove
that Bruce Ivins carried out the anthrax mailings
that killed five people in 2001, according to an
independent panel of scientists. The panel limited its
findings to the science and did not "assess the guilt
or innocence of anyone connected to the case."
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